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The International Baccalaureate Learner Profile  
The IB learner profile represents ten attributes valued by IB World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others like 

them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global communities. (IB, 

2013)  

 

 Description 

Inquirers 

 

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn 

independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout 

life. 

Knowledgeable We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of disciplines. 

We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance. 

Thinkers We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on complex 

problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.  

Communicators 

 

We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in many ways. We 

collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and groups.  

Principled We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with respect for the 

dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their 

consequences.  

Open-minded We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and traditions 

of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the 

experience. 

Caring We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act to make 

a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.  

Courageous 

(Risk-takers) 

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently and 

cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the 

face of challenges and change. 

 Balanced We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives — intellectual, physical, 

and emotional — to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence 

with other people and with the world in which we live. 

Reflective We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to understand our 

strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal development. 
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The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program  
 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Program was developed in 1968.  IB’s goal is to provide students with the values 

and opportunities that will enable them to develop sound judgments, make wise choices, and respect others in the global 

community. The IB Program equips students with the skills and attitudes necessary for success in higher education and 

employment; it has the strengths of a traditional liberal arts curriculum, but with three important additional features, 

shown at the center of the curriculum model (below). Today, the IB Diploma Program (DP) has expanded so that more 

than half the students opting for it come from state (both public and private) or national systems rather than from 

international schools. As the IB DP has grown, so too has its reputation for excellence; the IB DP is now recognized in 

almost every country in the world as a one of the pre-eminent pre-university qualifications.  

 

The curriculum model: 

 

 
*Environmental Systems & Societies meets either the Group 4 or the Group 3 requirements.  IB offers this course at the SL level 

only. 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

  

 

Group 1: Language A (English) 
• Language & Literature (SL & HL) 
• Literature (SL & HL) 

Group 2: Language B – Language Acquisition 
• French (SL & HL) 
• Spanish or French Ab initio (SL) 
• Spanish (SL & HL) 
• Classical Language - Latin (SL) 

Group 3: Individuals & Societies 
• History of the Americas (SL & HL) 
• Global Politics (SL & HL) 

• Environmental Science & Societies (SL)* 

Group 4: Experimental Sciences 
• Biology (SL & HL) 
• Chemistry (SL) 
• Physics (SL & HL) 
• Environmental Science & Societies (SL)* 

Group 5: Mathematics 
• Applications & Interpretations 

(SL) 
• Analysis & Approaches (SL & HL) 

The Core 
• Extended Essay 
• Theory of 

Knowledge 
• CAS 

Group 6: The Arts 
• Music (SL & HL) 
• Visual Arts (SL & HL) 
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Program of Study  
 

The IB Diploma Program at MUHS builds on our IB Middle Years Program (IB MYP), a broad yet demanding course of 

study in Grades 7-10 (ages 12-16). The IB Diploma Program is a two-year (Grade 11 & 12, or ages 16-19) international 

curriculum that allows students to fulfill the requirements for entrance into colleges and universities.  

 

Admissions Policy 

To be eligible for the IB DP, MUHS students should have successfully completed an IB MYP Grade 10 Personal Project. 

There are no universal, formal entry requirements; however, in order to have access to instruction and to the course 

materials, it is a pre-requisite that students have competent English skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing.  It is 

understood that students who enroll at MUHS late in their grade 10 year will be exempt from completing a Grade 10 

Personal Project. 

Students will declare their intent to enroll as a full diploma candidate in the spring of their grade 10 year.  This process 

will begin by meeting with a school counselor during course registration for the coming year (grade 11). 
 

 

Course Selection  
 

Students should start the process of choosing their personal program by consulting the list of subjects offered by MUHS. 

As well as considering their personal strengths in individual subjects, students should also take into account their future 

education and career plans when making course selections. It is very important that students are aware that specific 

subjects or combinations of subjects that the university/college of their choice requires. It is strongly recommended that 

students spend as much time as possible discussing their options with as many people as possible, including parents, 

school counselors, and teachers. To be eligible for the IB Diploma, students are required to complete six IB courses, with 

one subject taken from each group in the curriculum model: 

• Group 1: (Language A) Language & Literature  

• Group 2: (Language B) Language Acquisition 

• Group 3: Individuals and Societies  

• Group 4: Sciences  

• Group 5: Mathematics  

• Group 6: Arts or an additional subject from Groups 1 - 4  

 

Further, all IB Diploma students must choose:  

• Three courses at higher level (HL)  

• Three courses at standard level (SL)  

 

In addition, all IB Diploma students must complete:  

• A course in the Theory of Knowledge (TOK)  

• A 4,000-word Extended Essay in a subject of their choice  

• A Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) program  

 

Grading  
All grade 11 and 12 courses will be graded using a 100-point scale. Summative assessments should account for 80% of 

the final grade 

 

Formative assessments should not account for more than 20% of the final grade.  The contribution of the internal 

assessment (IA) is clearly communicated at the beginning of the course.  IAs should carry a weight no less than 15%, but 

no more than 25% to that year's overall grade. 

 

 

Internal and External Assessments will be graded using the DP 7-point scale:  

7: Excellent 6: Very Good 5: Good 4: Satisfactory 3: Mediocre 2: Poor 1: Very Poor 
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The Internal Assessment will be converted to a percentage letter grade to be incorporated into a student's overall grade in 

the course.  Once the external exams are completed, and scored by the IB, students will be notified of their final DP scores 

in each class. These are the scores that contribute to the determination of whether or not an IB diploma is earned (see 

Award of the Diploma below). 

 

IB Certificates  
Students may select to take a few DP courses and complete all of the assessments required of the IB in that subject.   An 

IB certificate will be awarded externally, by the IB, for any IB examination taken. IB certificates are typically used earn 

advanced standing credit in college. The award of IB Certificates is independent of the MUHS high school diploma.  

 

IB Diploma  
Students will be eligible for the award of the IB Diploma if they meet the criteria outlined by the IB (below). This will 

include taking external examinations in all courses, plus completing additional work specific to the IB Diploma: Theory 

of Knowledge (TOK), Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) and the Extended Essay (EE). The award of the IB Diploma is 

made externally by the IB. The award of the IB Diploma is independent of the MUHS high school diploma.  

 

Award of the IB Diploma  
To be a successful IB Diploma student, it is necessary to be punctual to both classes and school, have an excellent 

attendance record, and complete work on time and to an appropriate standard. In all courses, students must complete 

mandatory coursework assignments; typically, this coursework amounts to 25% of the final grade for each course, 

although in some cases it may be higher or lower. The key to doing this work to an acceptable standard is organization, 

and meeting internal deadlines.  

 

There is a maximum of seven points available for each of the six required elective courses and there are three points 

available for the combination of TOK and the Extended Essay. This makes a maximum total of 45 points. A minimum of 

three courses must be at Higher Level.  

 

In general, to receive the IB Diploma, students will have to score at least a 4 in each subject, or 24 points or more in total. 

The full criteria for passing the IB DP are set out below. Students need to be aware that a score of 24 points will not 

always guarantee an IB Diploma.  Students should be aware of the specific score minimums listed below.  

 

The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate provided all the following requirements have been met.  

a.  CAS requirements have been met  

b.  The candidate’s total points are 24 or more  

c.  There is no grade of “N” awarded for Theory of Knowledge, the Extended Essay   

     or for a contributing subject.  

d.  There is no grade "E" awarded for Theory of Knowledge and/or the Extended 

     Essay  

e.  There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level  

f.   There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (HL or SL)  

g.  There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (HL or SL)  

h.  The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects (for candidates who  

     register for four HL subjects, the three highest grades count)  

i.   The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects (candidates who 

     register for two SL subjects must gain at least 5 points at SL)  

j.   The candidate has not received a penalty for academic misconduct from the Final 

     Award Committee 
 

(General Regulations, Diploma Programme, IB) 
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The Core IB Curriculum  
 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)  
Theory of Knowledge is a course focused on the question, “How do we know?” Students are taught to seek knowledge 

through critical thinking and analysis of the ways of knowing: perception, emotion, reason, imagination, faith, intuition, 

memory and language. By the end of the course, students should be proficient in formulating arguments and analyzing 

knowledge claims. The central features of the Theory of Knowledge course are critical analysis questions called 

“knowledge issues.”  

 

TOK Course Content  

Students complete the TOK course over two years (second semester of grade 11 and first semester of grade 12).  The 

course is comprised of eight units (approximately 5 weeks each) focused on the following Areas of Knowledge and other 

main themes:  

 

• Mathematics     • History   • Religious knowledge systems 

• Natural sciences   • Art   • Indigenous knowledge systems 

• Human sciences   • Ethics    

 

Assessment  

In the second year (Grade 12) of the course, students are officially assessed for their IB Diploma, based solely on two 

pieces of work:   

● The TOK essay on a prescribed title (1,200–1,600 words). This is supervised by the teacher in the school, and then 

graded externally by an IB examiner.   

● The TOK group presentation (approximately ten minutes per student). This is supervised and assessed by the 

teacher in the school.  The final grade is then sent to the IB. 

 

The Extended Essay 
The Extended Essay is an in-depth study of a limited topic within a subject. Its purpose is to provide a student with an 

opportunity to engage in independent research at an introductory level. Emphasis is placed on the process of engaging in 

personal research on the communication of ideas and information in a logical and coherent manner, and on the overall 

presentation of the Extended Essay in compliance with IB guidelines. Students are required to devote 40+ hours to the 

essay over the course of twelve months. 

  
Subject choice 
In choosing a subject, an essential consideration should be the personal interest of the student. The subject should offer 

the opportunity for in depth research but should also be limited in scope. It should present the candidate with the 

opportunity to collect or generate information and/or data for analysis and evaluation. Extended Essays submitted in 

Language B (Spanish or French) must be written in that language. ELL students may write their EE in English as a 

Language B essay.  All other essays must be in English. 

  

 

Organization of the Extended Essay 
The Extended Essay should not exceed 4,000 words and should include a bibliography of works cited and a Reflection 

on Planning and Progress Form that is restricted to 500 words. The Extended Essay Coordinator will be reaching out to 

students early in their grade 11.  

  
Assessment 
The Extended Essay is externally examined by IB. Extended Essays are assessed using IB rubrics, which are both general 

and subject-specific. The final Extended Essay grade and the final TOK grade are entered into the Diploma points matrix 

(see below) to award a possible maximum of three extra points to be added to a student’s Diploma score. Candidates not 

submitting satisfactory work in either area will not be eligible for the Diploma.   
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Failure to Meet Deadlines on the Extended Essay 
The extended essay, is for the most part, an independent research and writing task.  MUHS offers, and requires, all full 

DP candidates to take a class called Research & Writing.  This first semester class, in the grade 11 year, supports students 

in the EE by reviewing research methods, citation styles, and providing structure for designing a focus question for the 

research paper.  Given the size of this independent task the EE is scaffolded with numerous check points and deadlines in 

order to support students in their time management. Students cannot miss any of the required deadlines, meetings, and/or 

reflections throughout the writing process.  The EE Coordinator will document when students are late, and will also 

remind students of what needs to be completed.   
 
Students who consistently fail to meet the required deadlines and /or have extremely low quality work will be required to 

meet with the EE Coordinator, along with a parent, to make a plan.  The final rough draft is due in early September of the 

senior year. For students who miss this deadline, there will be a two week late work window (LWW).  It is important that 

the final draft be complete and contains all required elements since the EE Supervisor will only read this, and provide 

feedback, once.  If students cannot produce a complete final rough draft by the end of the LWW, they will not be registered 

with IB as full diploma candidates.   

 

The Diploma Points Matrix 
The final TOK grade and the final Extended Essay grade are entered into the Diploma points matrix (see below) to award 

a possible maximum of 3 extra points to be added to a student’s Diploma score. Candidates not submitting satisfactory 

work in either area will not be eligible for the Diploma. 

 

 

  Theory of Knowledge 

  Excellent 

A 

Good 

B 

Satisfactory 

C 

Mediocre 

D 

Elementary 

E 

Not 

Submitted 

 

Excellent 

A 
3 3 2 2 

Failing 

condition 
N 

Good 

B 
3 2 1 1 

Failing 

condition 
N 

Satisfactory 

C 
2 1 1 0 

Failing 

condition 
N 

Mediocre 

D 
2 1 0 0 

Failing 

condition 
N 

Elementary 

E 

Failing 

condition 

Failing 

condition 

Failing 

condition 

Failing 

condition 

Failing 

condition 
N 

Not 

Submitted 
N N N N N N 
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The CAS Program  
The CAS Program is at the heart of IB and is a requirement for successful completion of the IB Diploma 

Program. CAS enables students to enhance their personal development through a meaningful experience that 

fosters self-discovery and community-mindedness. For many, CAS is profound and life-changing. Each 

individual student has a different starting point, different needs, and goals. A CAS program is, therefore, 

individualized according to student interests, skills, values and background.  

 

CAS is organized around the three strands of creativity, activity and service defined as:  

● Creativity—exploring and extending ideas leading to an original or interpretive product or 

performance  
● Activity—physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle  
● Service—collaborative and reciprocal engagement with the community in response to an authentic 

need 

 

 
Through the pursuit of the three CAS strands, students maintain a portfolio as evidence of their experiences. 

Over 18 months, coinciding with the start of the DP Program, CAS students are expected to demonstrate seven 

specific learning outcomes, compose written reflections on their experiences and undertake a substantial CAS 

project of at least a month’s duration that addresses one or more CAS strands. 

 

The seven learning outcomes include: 

● 1 – Identify your own strengths and develop areas for personal growth 

● 2 – Demonstrate that challenges have been undertaken, developing new skills in the process 

● 3 – Demonstrate how to initiate and plan a CAS experience 

● 4 – Show commitment to and perseverance in CAS experiences 

● 5 – Demonstrate the skills and recognize the benefits of working collaboratively 

● 6 – Demonstrate engagement with issues of global significance 

● 7 – Recognize and consider the ethics of choices and actions 

 

MUHS DP students are expected to:  

● Self-review at the beginning of their CAS experience and set personal goals for what they hope to achieve 

through their CAS program 

● Track experiences, log reflections and record demonstrations in their ManageBac portfolio 

● Undertake at least three formal interviews with their CAS advisor or the CAS coordinator 

● Take part in a range of activities, covering the three CAS strands and the seven learning outcomes 

● Initiate at least one collaborative CAS project that is made up of multiple related experiences 

 

The CAS Coordinator will be reaching out to DP students early in their Grade 11 year to explain the CAS program. 
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Diploma Pathway Examples 
The majority of students have a natural academic preference, and these can usually be classified as an interest in one of 

the liberal arts, sciences, languages, or arts. Liberal arts students have a strong interest in the humanities and an enjoyment 

in written argument and debate. Science students have an enjoyment of experimental research and quantitative analysis, 

and have good numeracy skills. Language students are bi- or tri-lingual and have a passion for improving their language 

skills. Art students enjoy the creative process, have some artistic flair, and will be able to generate independent 

workbooks/projects.  

 

There are many different combinations possible for pathways to an IB diploma.  Here are just a few: 

       

   Student #1: Art Enthusiast    Student #2: Scientist  

 
Block 1 DP Music SL or Visual Arts SL  Block 1 

DP ESS SL (count as Individuals & 

Society credit)  

 Block 2 Band  Block 2 DP Chemistry SL  

 Block 3 DP French HL  Block 3 Free  

 Block 4 DP Biology SL  Block 4 DP Physics HL  

 

Block 5 

Research & Writing 1st semester 

grade 11, TOK (2nd semester grade 

11, 1st semester grade 12) 
 Block 5 

Research & Writing 1st semester grade 

11, TOK (2nd semester grade 11, 1st 

semester grade 12)  

 Block 6 DP Mathematics SL  Block 6 DP Language & Literature SL  

 Block 7 DP Literature HL  Block 7 DP Spanish HL  

 Block 8 Global Politics HL  Block 8 DP Mathematics HL  

       

   Student #3: Language Lover    Student #4: Historian  

 

Block 1 

Research & Writing 1st semester 

grade 11, TOK (2nd semester grade 

11, 1st semester grade 12) 

 Block 1 

Research & Writing 1st semester grade 

11, TOK (2nd semester grade 11, 1st 

semester grade 12)  

 Block 2 DP French HL  Block 2 DP Language & Literature HL  

 Block 3 DP Literature HL  Block 3 DP History of the Americas HL  

 Block 4 DP Latin HL  Block 4 DP ESS SL (count as science credit)  

 Block 5 DP Mathematics SL  Block 5 DP Mathematics SL  

 Block 6  Free  Block 6  DP French SL  

 Block 7 DP Biology SL  Block 7 DP Global Politics HL  

 Block 8 DP History of the Americas SL  Block 8 Free  
 

 

  



International Baccalaureate Diploma Handbook — Class of 2022   

  Page 10 

The International Baccalaureate at MUHS 

Diploma Program Courses (Grades 11-12) 
 

The following courses are all two years in length, as mentioned earlier, DP candidates must complete both years and all 

required IB assessments within the two years.  This handbook will not list the SL and HL classes separately, rather 

within each course description it will clarify the difference between SL and HL.  In general, the HL classes cover more 

concepts, and in greater depth.  HL classes generally have more rigorous assessment requirements then the SL. 

 

 

Group 1: Language A (English) 

Language and Literature (SL and HL):  

Language and Literature is directed towards developing and understanding the constructed nature of meanings generated 

by language and the function of context in this process (in language and literature). This course is designed for students 

who have experience of using the language in an academic context, and supports future academic study in the subject by 

developing a high social, aesthetic and cultural literacy, as well as effective communication skills.  

 

A key aim of the Language and Literature course is to encourage students to question the meaning generated by language 

and texts, which, it can be argued, is rarely straightforward and unambiguous. Helping students to focus closely on the 

language of the texts they study and to become aware of the role of each text’s wider context in shaping its meaning is 

central to the course. This course is divided into four parts: 

 

Part 1: Language in cultural context (more topics covered in HL than in SL). Language in cultural context 

looks at the audience and purpose of texts and how language, language changes, and meaning are shaped by 

culture and context. It involves the study of topics such as language and power, language and belief, language and 

taboo, language and gender, language history and translation.  

 

Part 2: Language and mass communication (more topics covered in HL than SL). Language and mass 

communication looks at different forms of mass communication and how to use language to inform, persuade or 

entertain. It involves the study of topics such as the media institutions, political and legal language, popular 

culture, and advertising.  

 

Part 3: Literature – texts and contexts (HL 3 texts, SL 2 texts). Texts and contexts examine meaning in a text 

as shaped by culture: that is, by the contexts of the circumstances of its production, by what the reader brings to 

it, and by social context, cultural heritage and historical change.  

 

Part 4: Literature – critical study (HL 3 texts, SL 2 texts), or the close reading of texts. The assessment model 

for Language and Literature is the same at higher level (HL) and standard level (SL), but there are significant 

quantitative and qualitative differences between the levels. For example, HL students study six literary texts, SL 

students study four; HL students produce four written tasks of up to 1,000 words during the course, SL students 

three; and the questions in the essay #1 are the same for both levels, but with different assessment criteria applied.  
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Assessment: 

 

Language & Literature: Standard Level 
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Language & Literature: Higher Level 
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Literature (SL and HL): 
This course is built on the assumption that literature is concerned with our conceptions, interpretations and experiences 

of the world. The study of literature can therefore be seen as an exploration of the way it represents the complex pursuits, 

anxieties, joys and fears to which human beings are exposed in the daily business of living. It enables an exploration of 

one of the more enduring fields of human creativity, and provides opportunities for encouraging independent, original, 

critical and clear thinking. It also promotes respect for the imagination and a perceptive approach to the understanding 

and interpretation of literary works. Through the study of a wide range of literature, this course encourages students to 

appreciate the artistry of literature and to develop an ability to reflect critically on their reading. Works are studied in their 

literary and cultural contexts, through close study of individual texts and passages, and by considering a range of critical 

approaches. In view of the international nature of the IB and its commitment to intercultural understanding, this literature 

course does not limit the study of works to the products of one culture or the cultures covered by any one language. The 

study of works in translation is especially important in introducing students, through literature, to other cultural 

perspectives. The response to the study of literature is through oral and written communication, thus enabling students to 

develop and refine their command of language.  

 

Literature is a flexible course that allows teachers to choose works from prescribed lists of authors and to construct a 

course that suits the particular needs and interests of their students. It is divided into four parts: 

 

Part 1: Works in translation (Number of works studied: 2 at SL, 3 at HL)   

All works must be chosen from the prescribed literature in translation (PLT) list, this is an approved list by IB. 

This part of the course is a literary study of works in translation, based on close reading of the works themselves. 

Students are encouraged to appreciate the different perspectives of people from other cultures and to consider the 

role that culture plays in making sense of literary works.  

 

Part 2: Detailed study (Number of works studied: 2 at SL, 3 at HL)  

All works must be chosen from the prescribed list of authors (PLA), this is an approved list by IB. Each work 

must be from a different literary genre and by a different author. At HL one of the genres must be poetry. In part 

2 the focus is on detailed analysis of a work, both in terms of content and technique. The detailed study is best 

achieved through approaches that ensure close reading and in-depth analysis of the significant elements of the 

works involved.  

 

Part 3: Literary genres (Number of works studied: 3 at SL, 4 at HL) 

All works must be chosen from the same literary genre from the prescribed list of authors (PLA). In part 3, a 

group of works selected from the same literary genre is studied in depth. Each genre has recognizable techniques, 

referred to as literary conventions, and writers use these conventions, along with other literary features, in order 

to achieve particular artistic ends. The grouping of works by genre is intended to provide a framework for the 

comparative study of the selected works through an exploration of the literary conventions and features associated 

with that genre.  

 

Part 4: Options (Number of works studied: 3 at SL, 3 at HL)  

Works are freely chosen by the teacher. There is no requirement for works to be chosen from either of the 

prescribed lists. This part of the course is designed to give teachers an opportunity to include in their courses 

works that reflect their own particular interests, or that meet the specific needs of their students. The choice of 

works may also be dictated by circumstances that apply to specific regions or countries. Such circumstances may 

be a study of works in a particular genre or period, or from particular countries, to balance choices elsewhere in 

the course.  
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Assessment:    Literature: Standard Level 
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                Literature: Higher Level 
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Group 2: Language B - Language Acquisition  

 

French and Spanish (SL & HL) 
In Language B courses, students develop proficiency in the target language through the study of language and culture. In 

doing so, they develop conceptual understandings of how language works and intercultural understanding. 

Communication is evidenced through receptive, productive and interactive skills across a range of contexts and purposes 

that are appropriate to the level of the course. 

 

These courses, students will build upon the grammatical foundations of the previous levels while exploring deeper 

linguistic and cultural themes of global importance. Students will explore modern and historical issues, such as revolution 

and war, access to education, art, environmental and physical health, and immigration, within a global context.  

Students expand the range of their communication skills by understanding and producing a wide variety of oral and written 

texts for audiences, contexts and purposes associated with academic and personal interests. For the development of 

receptive skills, Language B students must study authentic texts that explore the cultures of the target language. In 

addition, the study of two literary works is required at HL. 

 

A key aim of the Language B course is to develop international-mindedness through the study of language, culture, and 

ideas and issues of global significance. Explicit links to TOK strengthen the ability to communicate in the target language 

by increasing students’ self-awareness as inquirers in their own language learning process. 

 

Assessment:                                                 Language B (SL)  
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Language B (HL) 

 
 

Spanish Ab initio and French Ab initio (SL only) 

 
Ab initio is a language acquisition course designed for students with little or no prior experience of the target language. 

In this course, students will develop basic language proficiency and intercultural understanding. The course is organized 

into three themes: individual and society, leisure and work, and urban and rural environment. At the Ab initio level, 

students will develop receptive, productive and interactive communication skills. Students learn to communicate in the 

target language in familiar and unfamiliar contexts. It should be noted that language Ab initio is offered at SL only. 
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Assessment:                                            Language B Ab initio 

 
 

 

Classical Languages – Latin (SL) 

 
Students in this course will study a historically significant language that is also embedded in many modern languages. 

The study of Latin as a classical language provides an opportunity for students to explore the language, literature and 

culture of ancient Rome. This ancient civilization has played a vital part in shaping many modern societies and cultures. 

The language has had a major influence on the development of many modern languages. The study of classical languages 

gives important insights into the cultures that produced them, and therefore, leads to a greater understanding of 

contemporary languages, literature, and cultures. In Latin, students will study authentic texts. Linguistic skills lie at the 

heart of the courses, since it is through an appreciation of the language that true intercultural understanding of the past. 

Through this course, students will learn to translate Latin works within their historical context. Students will also study 

different genres of classical texts, examining the ideas in these works and their artistry within their historical, political 

and cultural contexts. 
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Classical Language – Latin (SL) 

 

 

Group 3: Individuals and Societies 
 

Global Politics (SL & HL) 

The 21st century is characterized by rapid change and increasing interconnectedness, impacting individuals and societies 

in unprecedented ways and creating complex global political challenges. Global politics is an exciting, dynamic subject 

that draws on a variety of disciplines in the social sciences and humanities, reflecting the complex nature of many 

contemporary political issues. The study of global politics enables students to critically engage with different and new 

perspectives and approaches to politics to comprehend the challenges of the changing world and become aware of their 

role in it as active global citizens. 

The DP Global Politics course explores fundamental political concepts such as power, equality, sustainability and peace 

in a range of contexts. It allows students to develop an understanding of the local, national, international and global 

dimensions of political activity and processes, as well as to explore political issues affecting their own lives. The course 

helps students to understand abstract political concepts by grounding them in real-world examples and case studies. It 

also invites comparison between such examples and case studies to ensure a wider and transnational perspective. 

The core units of the course together make up a central unifying theme of “people, power and politics.” The emphasis on 

“people” reflects the fact that the course explores politics not only at a state level but also explores the function and impact 

of non-state actors, communities, groups and individuals. The concept of “power” is also emphasized as being particularly 

crucial to understanding the dynamics, tensions and outcomes of global politics. Throughout the course, issues such as 

conflict, migration or climate change are explored through an explicitly political lens: “politics” provide a uniquely rich 

context in which to explore the relationship between people and power. 
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Assessment:                                           Global Politics (SL) 
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Global Politics (HL) 
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History  (SL & HL) 

 
The DP History course is a world history course based on a comparative and multi-perspective approach to history. It 

involves the study of a variety of types of history, including political, economic, social and cultural, and provides a balance 

of structure and flexibility. The course emphasizes the importance of encouraging students to think historically and to 

develop historical skills as well as gaining factual knowledge. It puts a premium on developing the skills of critical 

thinking, and on developing an understanding of multiple interpretations of history. In this way, the course involves a 

challenging and demanding critical exploration of the past. 

 

All students, higher and standard level, look at one of the prescribed subjects which is assessed through a source based 

examination paper. There is a focus on conflict and intervention throughout the course. 

 

All students will also explore two key topics in world history and examine:  

 Authoritarian states (20th century)  

 The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th century)  

 

In addition, HL students will study one of four regional options; we have selected History of the Americas.  

 

 

Assessment:                                          History of the Americas SL 
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Assessment:                                      History of the Americas HL 

 
 

Environmental Systems & Societies (SL) 

 
Environmental Systems & Societies (ESS) is an interdisciplinary group 3 and 4 course that is offered only at standard 

level (SL). As an interdisciplinary course, ESS is designed to combine the methodology, techniques and knowledge 

associated with group 4 (Sciences) with those associated with group 3 (Individuals and Societies). Because it is an 

interdisciplinary course, students can study ESS and have it count as either a group 3 or a group 4 course. If students 

choose the latter option, this leaves the opportunity to study an additional subject from any other group, including an 

additional group 3 or group 4 subject. ESS is a complex course, requiring a diverse set of skills from its students. It is 

firmly grounded in both a scientific exploration of environmental systems in their structure and function and in the 

exploration of cultural, economic, ethical, political, and social interactions of societies with the environment. The 

interdisciplinary nature of the course requires a broad skill set from students and includes the ability to perform research 

and investigations and to participate in philosophical discussion. The course requires a systems approach to environmental 

understanding and problem-solving, and promotes holistic thinking about environmental issues. Students develop an 

understanding that the connections between environmental systems and societies are diverse, varied and dynamic. The 

complexity of these interactions challenges those working towards understanding the actions required for effective 

guardianship of the planet and sustainable and equitable use of shared resources. 

 

Topics include foundations of environmental systems and societies, ecosystems and ecology, biodiversity and 

conservation, water and aquatic food production systems and societies, soil systems and terrestrial food production 

systems and societies, atmospheric systems and societies, climate change and energy production, and finally, human 

systems and resource use. 

 

Assessment in ESS is made up of two external assessments (papers) and one internal assessment.  See next page. 
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Group 4: Experimental Sciences 
 

Biology (SL & HL) 
Biology is the study of life. Biologists attempt to understand the living world at all levels using many different approaches 

and techniques. At one end of the scale is the cell, its molecular construction and complex metabolic reactions. At the 

other end of the scale biologists investigate the interactions that make whole ecosystems function. SL Biology covers the 

study of the cell, molecular biology, genetics, ecology, evolution and biodiversity, as well as human physiology.  Along 

with these topics, the study of human physiology will be woven in throughout the course. 

 

HL Biology covers all of the topics present in SL Biology along with deeper investigations into nucleic acids, metabolism, 

cell respiration and photosynthesis, plant biology, genetics, evolution, and animal physiology.   

 

Chemistry (SL) 
Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition of practical and investigational 

skills. It is often called the central science, as chemical principles underpin both the physical environment in which we 

live and all biological systems. Apart from being a subject worthy of study in its own right, chemistry is a prerequisite for 

many other courses in higher education, such as medicine, biological science and environmental science. The DP 

Chemistry course allows students to develop traditional practical skills and techniques and to increase understanding in 

the use of mathematics, which is the language of science. It also allows students to develop interpersonal skills, and digital 

technology skills, which are essential in 21st century scientific endeavor and are important life-enhancing, transferable 

skills in their own right. SL Chemistry includes a study of stoichiometric relationships, atomic structure, periodic trends, 

chemical bonding and structure, energetics/thermochemistry, chemical kinetics, equilibrium, acids and bases, redox 

processes, organic chemistry, measurement and data processing.  Students also will study one of four options throughout 

the course. 

 

 

Physics (SL & HL) 
Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it seeks to explain the universe itself from the very 

smallest particles—currently accepted as quarks, which may be truly fundamental—to the vast distances between 

galaxies. SL Physics includes a study of measurements and uncertainties, mechanics, thermal physics, waves, electricity 

and magnetism, circular motion and gravitation, atomic, nuclear and particle physics, along with energy production. 

Students will also study one of four options (relativity, engineering physics, imaging, or astrophysics) throughout the 

course. 

 

HL Physics includes all of the above topics along with deeper investigations into wave phenomena, fields, electromagnetic 

induction, quantum and nuclear physics.  

 

Assessment in ALL Group 4 SL science offerings (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) include three external assessments 

(papers) and one internal assessment. See below. 
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Assessment in ALL Group 4 HL science offerings (Physics & Biology) include three external assessments (papers) 

and one internal assessment. See below. 

 
 

Environmental Systems & Societies (SL) 
Environmental Systems & Societies (ESS) is an interdisciplinary group 3 and 4 course that is offered only at standard 

level (SL). As an interdisciplinary course, ESS is designed to combine the methodology, techniques and knowledge 

associated with group 4 (Sciences) with those associated with group 3 (Individuals and Societies). Because it is an 

interdisciplinary course, students can study ESS and have it count as either a group 3 or a group 4 course. If students 

choose the latter option, this leaves the opportunity to study an additional subject from any other group, including an 

additional group 3 or group 4 subject. ESS is a complex course, requiring a diverse set of skills from its students. It is 

firmly grounded in both a scientific exploration of environmental systems in their structure and function and in the 

exploration of cultural, economic, ethical, political, and social interactions of societies with the environment. The 

interdisciplinary nature of the course requires a broad skill set from students and includes the ability to perform research 

and investigations and to participate in philosophical discussion. The course requires a systems approach to environmental 

understanding and problem-solving, and promotes holistic thinking about environmental issues. Students develop an 

understanding that the connections between environmental systems and societies are diverse, varied and dynamic. The 

complexity of these interactions challenges those working towards understanding the actions required for effective 

guardianship of the planet and sustainable and equitable use of shared resources. 

 
Topics include foundations of environmental systems and societies, ecosystems and ecology, biodiversity and 

conservation, water and aquatic food production systems and societies, soil systems and terrestrial food production 

systems and societies, atmospheric systems and societies, climate change and energy production, and finally, human 

systems and resource use. 

 

Assessment in ESS is made up of two external assessments (papers) and one internal assessment.  See below. 
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Group 5: Mathematics 
 

Mathematics: Applications & Interpretations (SL) 
This course is designed for students who enjoy describing the real world and solving practical problems using 

mathematics, those who are interested in harnessing the power of technology alongside exploring mathematical models 

and enjoy the more practical side of mathematics. 

 

This course recognizes the increasing role that mathematics and technology play in a diverse range of fields in a data-rich 

world. As such, it emphasizes the meaning of mathematics in context by focusing on topics that are often used as 

applications or in mathematical modelling. To give this understanding a firm base, this course also includes topics that 

are traditionally part of a pre-university mathematics course such as calculus and statistics. The course makes extensive 

use of technology to allow students to explore and construct mathematical models. Mathematics: applications and 

interpretation will develop mathematical thinking, often in the context of a practical problem and using technology to 

justify conjectures.  

 

Students who choose Mathematics: applications and interpretation at SL should enjoy seeing mathematics used in real-

world contexts and to solve real-world problems.  

 

Mathematics: Applications & Interpretations (SL) 
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Mathematics: Analysis & Approaches (SL & HL) 
This course is intended for students who wish to pursue studies in mathematics in college or subjects that have a large 

mathematical content; it is for students who enjoy developing mathematical arguments, problem-solving and exploring 

real and abstract applications, with and without technology. 

 

This course recognizes the need for analytical expertise in a world where innovation is increasingly dependent on a deep 

understanding of mathematics. This course includes topics that are both traditionally part of a pre-college mathematics 

course (for example, functions, trigonometry, calculus) as well as topics that are amenable to investigation, conjecture 

and proof, for instance the study of sequences and series at both SL and HL, and proof by induction at HL. The course 

allows the use of technology, as fluency in relevant mathematical software and hand-held technology is important 

regardless of choice of course. However, Mathematics: analysis and approaches has a strong emphasis on the ability to 

construct, communicate and justify correct mathematical arguments.  

 

Distinction between SL and HL Students who choose Mathematics: analysis and approaches at SL or HL should be 

comfortable in the manipulation of algebraic expressions and enjoy the recognition of patterns and understand the 

mathematical generalization of these patterns. Students who wish to take Mathematics: analysis and approaches at higher 

level will have strong algebraic skills and the ability to understand simple proof. They will be students who enjoy spending 

time with problems and get pleasure and satisfaction from solving challenging problems. 

 

Mathematics: Analysis & Approaches (SL) 
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Mathematics: Analysis & Approaches (HL) 
 

 

Group 6: The Arts 
 

Music (SL) 
The DP music course provides an enriching and valuable course of study for students who may pursue studies in music 

in college, or other careers. This course also provides all students with the opportunity to engage in the world of music as 

lifelong participants.  

 

Music students are required to study musical perception. All students submit a musical links investigation and respond to 

a listening examination paper. SL students in music are required to choose one of three options:  

• SL creating (SLC)  

• SL solo performing (SLS)  

• SL group performing (SLG) 

 
For creating, (SLC) students are required to present two pieces of coursework. For solo performing, (SLS) students are 

required to present 15 minutes, for group performing, (SLG), students must present group performances, the requirement 

is 20–30 minutes. 
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Assessment:                                                          Music SL 

 

Music (HL) 

HL students are required to present both creating and solo performing. This is a significant difference in expectation. By 

pursuing both creating and performing, this enables HL students to bring to their musical studies a wider perspective. It 

also allows them to pursue some work in more depth. The study of three components in an integrated way allows HL 

students to make not only more connections but, potentially, these connections may carry more importance and have 

more influence during their musical studies. This path of study allows HL students the opportunity to engage in music 

in a more complete way. 

 

For creating, SLC students are required to present two pieces of coursework, while HL students present three. This 

allows HL students to present work that either demonstrates contrasts in content, nature and intention or comes from a 

wider, and therefore more challenging, choice of creating options. For solo performing, SLS students are required to 

present 15 minutes, while HL students present 20 minutes. This challenges HL students to present a performing 

program that features more music of a contrasting nature.  

(IBO Music Guide) 
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Assessment:                                              Music HL 

 
 

 

Visual Arts (SL and HL) 
The DP visual arts course encourages students to challenge their own creative and cultural expectations and boundaries. 

It is a thought-provoking course in which students develop analytical skills in problem-solving and divergent thinking, 

while working towards technical proficiency and confidence as art-makers. In addition to exploring and comparing visual 

arts from different perspectives and in different contexts, students are expected to engage in, experiment with and critically 

reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices and media. The course is designed for students who want to go on to 

study visual arts in higher education as well as for those who are seeking lifelong enrichment through visual arts. Through 

inquiry, investigation, reflection and creative application, visual arts students develop an appreciation for the expressive 

and aesthetic diversity in the world around them, becoming critically informed makers and consumers of visual culture.  

 

The Visual Arts Journal Throughout the course students are required to maintain a visual arts journal. This is their 

own record of the two years of study and is an essential component of the assessment. 
 

The visual arts syllabus demonstrates a clear distinction between the course at SL and at HL, with additional assessment 

requirements at HL that allow for breadth and greater depth in the teaching and learning. The assessment tasks require 

HL students to reflect on how their own work has been influenced by exposure to other artists and for them to 

experiment in greater depth with additional art-making media, techniques and forms. HL students are encouraged to 

produce a larger body of resolved works and to demonstrate a deeper consideration of how their resolved works 

communicate with a potential viewer. 
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Assessment:        Visual Art SL 
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Visual Art (HL) 
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Homework  
Homework is an extension of the regular daily school work and is given in all courses. The function of homework is to 

help students prepare for classes, and develop the skills of organization, time management, independent responsibility, 

self-direction, and self-discipline.  

 

Long-range assignments such as reports and projects take careful planning and organization on the part of the student. 

Parents are encouraged to assist in monitoring student progress toward the completion of the assignments, but should not 

do the students’ work for them. Parents can be most helpful by providing a routine time and a place that is conducive to 

undisturbed study. Students can seek help in developing more effective study skills from their teachers, counselors, and 

the Learning Lab.  

 

The amount of homework assigned normally increases as students’ progress through school and varies throughout the 

year. By Grade 11 and 12, there will be a minimum of ten and twelve hours a week.  

 

The nature of homework will vary, but it can be assumed that students will always be required to be reading set texts in 

preparation for lessons and reading in all of their subjects as a matter of course. Getting work done on time requires careful 

planning, organization, determination, and self-discipline. These qualities are important in the later working-careers of 

students and in their personal lives. To promote the habit of punctuality, while recognizing that difficulties can arise, our 

expectation is that: 

      • All assignments are due by the due date set by the teacher (Diploma coursework or any other assignments). It 

is teachers’ responsibility to ensure that the due date – for written work and oral presentations – is clearly 

understood by all of the students in the class. IB Diploma deadlines are placed in the school’s Assessment 

Timeline and made available to the parents.  

• Students who anticipate having difficulty meeting a deadline must see teachers well before the due date to 

discuss a possible extension. Extensions may be granted if teachers determine that there is an acceptable 

reason.  

• Students with an absence for the day that an assignment is due should submit the assignment by email when 

possible or hand it in upon their return. They are also responsible for finding out what new assignments there 

may be and when they are due.  

 

 

Extra Help with Schoolwork/Homework  
Students may be asked to use their flex time to work with teachers on school work.  Flex time occurs four times a week 

and is an important educational opportunity for students to meet with teachers.  Students may also be asked to stay after 

school for help with schoolwork. MUHS also has a Learning Lab with adults trained in specific subjects who can provide 

academic support. 

 

Academic Honesty Policy  
MUHS is committed to academic honesty and will ensure that all students in the IB Diploma Program are aware of what 

this entails. While we trust that all students will submit work of their own that is appropriately referenced, we feel that it 

is necessary to give guidelines as to what this means and what the consequences will be if any work does not meet this 

standard.  

 

Academic Dishonesty and Malpractice  
Although the following list is not exhaustive, academic dishonesty can, in general, take several forms:  

● Plagiarism: taking work, words, ideas, pictures, information or anything that has been produced by someone 

else and submitting it for assessment as one’s own;  
• Copying: taking work of another student, with or without their knowledge and submitting it as one’s own; 

• Exam cheating: communicating with another candidate in an exam, bringing unauthorized material into an 

exam room, or consulting such material during an exam to gain an unfair advantage;  

•  Duplication: submitting work that is substantially the same for assessment in different courses without the 

consent of all teachers involved;  

• Falsifying data: creating or altering data which have not been collected in an appropriate way;  

•  Collusion: helping another student to be academically dishonest.  
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Prevention of Academic Dishonesty  
MUHS, in line with IB recommendations and practice, may submit random or selected pieces of work to external bodies 

for verification and evaluation of sources. Students should be able to submit electronic copies of any work to either the 

teacher or the relevant curriculum coordinator for such verification at any time. We recommend that students keep all 

rough notes and drafts that they produce in preparing work for submission to teachers or examiners to be able to provide 

evidence that their work is authentic. 

 

Procedure for Investigating Suspected cases of Academic Dishonesty  
If a teacher, or another member of staff, suspects students may have breached the school’s standards of academic honesty, 

they will inform the IB DP coordinator. The latter will investigate the matter, and will inform the student of the concerns 

of the teacher, giving the students the chance to reply to the accusations. If it can be shown that inappropriate work has 

been submitted, the IB DP coordinator will make a recommendation to the MUHS principal as to whether or not the case 

is one of academic dishonesty, or of an academic infringement. Again, in line with the IB’s policy and practice, the 

determining difference between these two possibilities will be one of intent. The principal will decide the outcome of the 

case. 

 

Turnitin.com  
Due to the fact that IB expects our students to create authentic work, we are obligated to have a system in place that 

verifies authenticity.  MUHS will be using “turnitin.com” as a useful tool for electronically collecting work that will be 

submitted to Diploma examiners. All Extended Essays and TOK essays will be submitted this way.  Content teachers are 

encouraged to use Turnitin as an educational tool for their students.  Teachers will also tell students if they want any 

particular piece of work to be submitted through “turnitin.com”. We encourage students to use the draft submission option 

prior to the deadline.  
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Overview of DP Deadlines & Due Dates 

Year Before the Start of the IB Diploma Program 

Semester 2 (Grade 10) Introduction to the Diploma Program requirements for prospective students and parents 

Advise students regarding subject and level choices 

Initial student subject selection 

Introductory meeting for declared DP candidates and Certificate candidates with DP 

Coordinator, EE Coordinator, and CAS Coordinator 

IB Diploma Program Year 1 

Start of Year Final subject selection for students, if necessary, during pre-week 

Faculty meets to confirm DP two-year internal  assessment timelines/dates 

Student and parent information events to outline expectations and timelines 

Introduce CAS expectations 

Introduce Extended Essay expectations 

Semester 1 (grade 11) CAS program begins (very early in semester) 

Detailed explanation of the Extended Essay process with timelines 

Internal DP coursework assignments begin 

EE supervisors are assigned 

EE Confirmation due 

Semester 2 (grade 11) Extended Essay student research question identified and preliminary research finished 

Formal CAS interviews with students 

See Internal Assessment timeline for subject specific IAs this semester 

EE research due in March 

EE outline due in April 

EE Colloquium in May 

Year 1 reporting 

Summer Between Grade 11 and 12 

Summer Work on writing draft of EE 

Pursue and track CAS experiences 
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IB Diploma Program Year 2 

Semester 1 (grade 12) CAS program and interviews continue, meet with CAS Coordinator early (by November, 66% of 

your CAS experiences need to be complete) 

TOK presentations 

See Internal Assessment timeline for subject specific IAs this semester 

Draft of extended essay due in late September 

Final extended essay handed in by late November 

Extended essay copied and sent to examiner by beginning of second semester 

Semester 2 (grade 12) See Internal Assessment timeline for subject specific IAs this semester 

 Draft of TOK essay due at beginning of this semester 

 TOK essay copied and sent to examiner, course is completed 

 Internal assessments are all completed by mid-April, marks are entered 

 Internal assessment moderation samples selected, copied and sent to moderator 

 Month of May - final diploma written exams - dates TBD by IBO 

Summer After Graduation 

 IB notifies students of their diploma status by mid-July 

 Students can request IB to send individual scores, as well as diploma documentation to colleges 
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Information Directory  

 

About the IB Diploma Program                                        Cindy Atkins (IB DP Coordinator)  

catkins@acsdvt.org 

 

About the CAS Program                                       Keith Wilkerson (CAS Coordinator) 

 kwilkerson@acsdvt.org 

 

About Extended Essay                                   Ariell Slater (EE Coordinator) 

aslater@acsdvt.org 

 

MUHS Principal                                               William Lawson 

wlawson@acsdvt.org  

 

MUHS Assistant Principal                                                                                                                        Catherine Dieman 

cdieman@acsdvt.org 

 

About the IB                      www.ibo.org  

 

 

About MUHS                                    https://www.acsdvt.org/muhs 

  

mailto:wlawson@acsdvt.org
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